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When | was about 6 years old, | was playing Super Mario Land on my
Gameboy. | saw an umbrella, jumping on one leg. | asked my father “Dad,
what's that?”He said,“It's an umbrella.” “But why is it jumping?” He said“--
| don't know!” Do you know what it was?!

That was the first time | learned about Japanese Yokai. | think Yokai are
very, very interesting. They can teach us many things about ourselves and
Japanese culture. For example, the Kappa is a very famous example. Kappa
live near rivers. And of course, they are very dangerous. | think children like
to play near rivers. Mothers and fathers might often say “Be careful! You
might fall in!” However, children probably weren't so careful. So, the story of
Kappa was told instead. “If you play near a river, be careful! A kappa might
find you!” This is much easier for small children to understand, so they were
more careful playing near rivers after that. However, | still don’t know why
cucumbers are so important!

During the corona pandemic, | bought some books about Yokai. | would
read about them, practice Japanese with their kanji, and draw pictures of
them. They are so unique, so it was a nice way to escape the reality of the
pandemic and learn about Japanese culture at the same time. Many people
often tell me that | should watch an anime called Gegege no Kitaro (4° 4#°
4 M 58 K BR) . | watched some episodes and | loved it! My favorite character is
Medama Oyaiji. | have a Medama Oyaji soft toy on my desk on the 6th floor,
you can see it anytime. But Gegege no Kitaro is all in Japanese! | cannot find
an English version anywhere. So, now | have a goal. | must learn Japanese so
that | can enjoy Gegege no Kitaro!

| also learned about a writer who wrote Japanese ghost stories. Maybe you
have heard of him? His name is Lafcadio Hearn. Recently, his story is
being told on NHK! Actually, he is half Greek and half Irish, so | think he is
like my senpai. He came to Japan and loved it so much, he decided to stay
here. Just like me. He wrote many stories about Yokai, so of course, | love

his books. | visited his hometown of Matsue in 2022 and saw some creepy
places that he wrote about. Afterwards, my Japanese friends asked me if |
visited Mizuki Shigeru Road in Totorri. | said “--:what?” | didn't know about
it! So, | must go back to see it someday.

As | learned about Yokai, | wanted to go to more and more Yokai events. Did
you know there is a Yokai exhibition in Japan this year? First it was in
Nagoya, and now, it is in Tokyo. | visited it in Nagoya and saw many
interesting Yokai! And | was surprised to learn, new Yokai are being made in
the modern day! For example, there is a Yokai called i&FW Y,

This Yokai likes to eat written words from paper. He is a symbol of people’'s
fear, that written words are dying and only digital writing will survive.
Another interesting modern Yokai is BB § U &, It lives on the Tokyo
subway. It is invisible to most people, and it likes to eat the expressions off
passengers faces as the go to work. Maybe that is why there are not many
smiles on the subway. What do you think it is a symbol of?!

Finally, my interest in Japanese Yokai had an interesting effect on me. | became
more interested in folklore from my own country, and other countries. | realized
that, learning about these stories was a great way to understand a countries
culture. Knowing what people think is scary is a great way to learn more
about their history. For example, in Ireland, there is a monster called Fear
Gorta. He is similar to a zombie, but he can also talk. He asks everyone he sees
for food, because he is always hungry. People say if you give him some
food,he will leave you alone. But if you don’t you might become a Fear Gorta
too. A long time ago, Ireland had a famine (&8l§£). so | think this story teaches
us what people were most afraid of. It also teaches us to be kind to other people.

If you want to know more about these interesting stories, you can come to my
demo lesson in May. | will teach you about some interesting Irish Yokai. Maybe
you can teach me about some Yokai too! | hope this was interesting for you.
Thank you very much!
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